
 

 

Robert Bilott 
Prominent Environmental Attorney and Inspiration Behind the Critically 
Acclaimed Film Dark Waters, Starring Academy Award-Winning 
Actor Mark Ruffalo  

Robert Bilott is the tenacious environmental lawyer who became “DuPont’s 

worst nightmare,” according to The New York Times. The story in his book, Exposure: Poisoned Water, 

Corporate Greed, and One Lawyer’s Twenty-Year Battle Against Dupont, inspired the major motion 

picture, Dark Waters (November 2019), featuring Academy-Award nominee Mark Ruffalo as Rob Bilott.   

 Bilott was a corporate defense attorney for eight years until he took on an environmental suit that 

upended his entire career—and exposed a brazen, decades-long history of chemical 

pollution. He shares the story of his epic 20-year legal battle against DuPont that consumed his life 

and exposed the worst case of corporate coverup and environmental contamination in modern history.   

 Bilott recounts the day a farmer came to his firm, convinced the creek on his property had been 

poisoned by runoff from a nearby DuPont landfill. Audiences will hear the remarkable legal journey that 

ultimately revealed massive chemical contamination of unprecedented scale and scope, now impacting 

virtually every living thing on this planet.  

 Bilott’s story is an unforgettable legal drama about malice and manipulation, perseverance against the 

failings of environmental regulation, and one lawyer’s quest to expose the truth 

about a previously unknown and still unregulated chemical—presenting one of the greatest human 

health crises of the 21st century.  

 To date, Bilott—a partner at Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP—has helped secure over $1 billion in benefits 

for his clients exposed to contaminated drinking water. Among his many honors, Bilott was selected as 

one of the best lawyers in America for several years running and in 2017 received the Right Livelihood 

Award, commonly known as the “Alternative Nobel Prize.”  

Bilott has been appointed a Lecturer at the Yale School of Public Health:  

https://ysph.yale.edu/profile/robert_bilott/. 
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